11™ Grade History Syllabus

Dear Student and Parent/Guardian:

Welcome to AHS for school year 2005-2006. I'm Mr. C and am looking forward to working
with you and having another great year. With our new block schedule, we will meet the second
period every other school day for this eleventh grade American History class. It is a survey
class and covers the period from the 1870's to present, but starts with a three week review of the
first half of American History. This is a core credit and students must successfully complete
both semesters to meet graduation requirements. There will be a two hour final test at the end
of each semester which counts for twenty-percent of the semester grade. There is also a
DoDDS's wide end of course exam which is administered on-line during the latter part of May,
and while this is not an "exit test", we have the option to count it as part of a semester final
grade.

Generally, there is a test for each chapter or topic that we cover, these tests are normally worth
50 or 60 points. Section and topic quizzes are twenty points and pop quizzes ten points.
Written homework ranges from ten to twenty points. Finals are 100 points. There is a project
each semester which is worth 150 points. Most tests will have a bonus question for extra credit
and I sometimes give extra credit for chapter notes, however this is normally the only extra
credit available.

This year’s new schedule should benefit all in the homework area. Reading the text
assignments before attending class is essential to keep a decent grade and not fall behind, and
with meeting every other day, this gives you at least two evenings and a seminar class to
complete the reading. I can not stress this enough to both students and parents, if you do not do
the reading in advance, you will be lost in the class discussion, exercises, etc., and you will
quickly fall behind. There will be other homework in the form of researching questions or
writing a short essay, but I will try to keep these on separate days. Also, the major part of the
work on the projects is completed outside of class time, but you will have a minimum of three
to four weeks to complete each project.

Should you have a problem as a student, please let me know immediately and we will work it
out. And parents/guardians, it is the same policy, if you have a concern or question, please
contact me immediately. My email is Mr.C@eu.dodea.edu, my classroom telephone is 268-
3412 and my I'm located in Classroom #5 on the bottom floor.

One final comment on History, DoDDS now participates in the National History Day program
which culminates in a week of judging and festivities at the University of Maryland College
Park in July each year. This 25-year old program offers a host of cash prizes and scholarships
to high school and middle school students. Our first semester project will use the contest format
and students may enter their work in our local contest. Rules, formats and this year’s theme
may be reviewed at www.nationalhistoryday.org.

Thank-you
Mr. C



