Alconbury High School/Middle School Music
Department

Course Outlines 2005-06

Music 8

Description: This class offers basic instruction in vocal music to include voice
techniques, basic music reading, and sight-singing/ear training. The course will
be offered on a semester basis and students will be evaluated both in a
classroom and a live performance setting. Students will also be encouraged to
take part in small-group performance projects of their choosing.

Beginning Band

Description: This class offers basic instruction on the more common band
instruments. Students will undergo an initial evaluation to find an instrument
best suited to them, then will begin to develop basic performance skills. Students
will be evaluated on a weekly basis and will be expected to perform as a group
on our Christmas Concert.

Advanced Choir

Description: This class offers intermediate to advanced instruction in vocal
music production. Students will prepare for group and individual performances,
and also have the opportunity to audition for the DoDDS-Europe Honor Choir.
Students will have a weekly evaluation, and will be expected to be present at all
required performances.

Advanced Band

Description: This class offers intermediate to advanced instruction in
instrumental music. Students will prepare for group and individual performances,
and also have the opportunity to audition for the DoDDS-Europe Honor Band.
Students will have a weekly evaluation, and will be expected to be present at all
required performances.



What we do in the classroom:

Learn and practice techniques that encourage a representative sound,
both as a group and as an individual.

Learn and practice reading musical notation and sightreading.

Prepare music for performances.

Participate in live and recorded evaluations of group and individual
mastery of the elements of performance. All music students are required
to perform both live and recoded examples for purposes of evaluation at
the director’s discretion.

What students can do at home:

Practice their individual parts until they can show mastery of the material.
A common beginner’s mistake is to assume that, once they can perform
the notes, they are done. Actually, this is just the beginning. Students
should work on their music at home until they can play masterfully, with a
good sound, expressive phrasing and dynamics, and a generally pleasing
presentation. In other words, listen for music, just not notes, and
encourage your child to perform often for you and others. As a parent,
you will hear the difference between “kinda done” and a masterful
performance. Some students will be given tapes or CD’s to perform along
with. Please encourage your child to work for mastery.

Listen to good music. This is the most important part of becoming a
mature musician. Many children today grow up not knowing what a
concert choir, clarinet or trumpet is supposed to sound like. We will do
listening in the room, but every little bit helps!

Communicate with parents about upcoming events. Our main source of
communication will be via email. Please make sure that you are getting
the information you need.

What do we need?

Students in choir simply need to buy a folder for their music, and a pencil.
Band students will have an instrument provided free of charge, but need
to provide reeds, valve oil, and cleaning supplies as needed (if you don’t
know, please ask). These supplies are readily available at music stores
throughout our community.

Advanced students are encouraged to purchase their own instrument
(except for very expensive instruments). Please let me assist you in
finding a quality instrument suited to your child.



e Formal performance dress is any combination of black, white, and gray.
Ladies can wear either skirt (tea length or longer) or slacks (no shorts).
Gentlemen will wear slacks, a dress shirt, and a tie. The color or pattern
of the tie may be of their choosing, within the realm of good taste and
decorum. We will discuss a casual uniform (probably a t-shirt) once we
get started.

Contact Information

Your director is The Music Man. My school email is Music.Man@eu.odedodea.edu
. Please feel free to call or email at any time with questions or concerns. You are
very, very welcome to come to our rehearsals, and to come talk to me. Please let
me know when you intend to come for a meeting, so that I can be sure that I
am able to meet with you then.
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