Dragon’s Freshmen Registration and Course Selection
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REGISTRATION
All families must complete or update all registration documentation before students can select their course request. Registration documents can be obtained from the high school office or downloaded from the AMHS website (http://www.alco-hs.eu.dodea.edu/). The completed registration packet must be presented to the school registrar by a parent with the following required documents: Copy of orders with any extensions, Sponsor’s ID Card, Dependent’s ID or Social Security Card, student’s shot records and the student’s Course Selection Form.

[image: BD05091_]COURSE SELECTION 
Selecting classes is very important and requires planning and discussion between students, parents and educators. Families should first review the DoDEA Graduation Requirements (page3) and develop/review a Graduation Plan (also called a Four Year Plan) for the student. Earning a high school diploma is the key to opening future opportunities in careers and further education. Careful planning and review of progress in high school ensures that students will be ready for the types of challenges they will be facing after graduation.  This very important planning should be reviewed every year and can be aided by using advice of Teachers, Guidance Counselors and Administrators.
 
Course Selection Sheets must be carefully completed using the student’s Graduation Plan. The courses selected will provide the necessary information need for AMHS to plan and provide for your student’s education. 
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Department of Defense Dependent Schools
Graduation Requirements 
Class of 2016 and Beyond
 Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.0 is required for graduation.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION: 26 Carnegie Units as follows:

SUBJECT AREA REQUIREMENTS							CREDITS

LANGUAGE ARTS										       4
	(English 9, 10, 11, 12 or AP English)

SOCIAL STUDIES										       3
	(Required: 1 credit of World History, 1 credit of US History 
  and 1/2 credit of US Government)

MATHEMATICS										       4
	(Required: 1 credit of Alg I, 1 credit of Geometry and 2 credits of higher
  level math.  Completion of Algebra II recommended for college preparation)

SCIENCE											       3
(Required: 1 credit of Biology and 1 credit of a Chemistry or Physics course)	       

SECOND LANGUAGE									       2
	(Must be the same language. Recommend 3-4 credits for college preparation)

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE formerly PTS)				       2
	(One half credit must be in computer technology class.
CTE credits include Business, Communications, Computer, 
Engineering & Scientific, AFROTC)  
				         

FINE ARTS											       1
	(art, instrumental or vocal music, or humanities)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION									       1.5
	(1/2 credit of Personal Fitness, 1/2 credit of Life Time Sports and 
 1/2 Physical Activities and Nutrition 

HEALTH											        0.5

TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS								       21

ELECTIVES											         5

TOTAL CREDITS										       26



SPECIAL EDUCATION

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alconbury Middle High School’s special education department serves a diverse student population by providing programs and services for students with disabilities.  Course offerings include resource classes in English and mathematics, learning strategies classes for skill development and enhancement, inclusion classes within the mainstream program with and without support, and a Cooperative Work Experience program.  The program includes a staff of special education teachers, counselors, nurse, school psychologist, speech pathologist, and coordinator for the hearing impaired, coordinator for the visually impaired, educational prescriptions, case study committee chairperson, and educational aides working within the school curriculum.  The RAF Alconbury Educational Developmental Intervention Services or EDIS Clinic supports the AMHS special education program. EDIS Clinic provides services in physical and occupational therapy programs, psychological counseling and testing for students requiring such services.

SUPPORT CLASSES FOR LANGUAGE ARTS & MATHEMATICS

The requirements for a DoDEA diploma are very vigorous and demanding. AMHS offers support classes to help the student who needs supplemental instruction and time to succeed in language arts and mathematics classes offered at AMHS. Student’ standardized test scores and past performance will be used to determine the need for enrollment in a support class. 

VIRTUAL SCHOOL COURSES (by telecommunications)

DoDEA Virtual School gives students opportunities to take courses via telecommunications that are not offered at AMHS or to solve schedule conflicts.  To offer these classes, the computer is used to communicate with the Virtual School teacher who is stationed at another school in Europe, the Far East or Washington D.C.  The student is assigned a class period that is used to work on assignments and have computers available to send and receive communications with the Virtual School teacher.  There will be a supervising teacher working with the student during their assigned period, but this coordinator is not the instructor for the course.  The coordinator can help with communications with the Virtual School teacher, equipment problems and scheduling, but the coordinator may offer limited or no instruction concerning course content.  Telecommunication classes require the student to be self-motivated and have disciplined work habits.  For more information about DoDEA Virtual School courses go to the following site:  http://www.dodea.edu/home/virtualSchool.cfm











ALCONBURY  HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

[image: Creation of Adam (Detail)]FINE ARTS  

ART COURSES
[image: BD05178_]
 Fundamentals of Art 9-12 (Year): The fundamental of art course is designed as the basic entry course for the art program. The course provides instruction in the use of the elements of line, Color texture, shape, and space arrangement in works of art. Students learn how to compose a balanced, rhythmic, unified design through a series of assignments that use a variety of two- and three-dimensional art media. Course emphasis is placed on basic techniques of drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, and sculpture that can be used throughout life for communication, expression, and enjoyment.
Humanities 9-12 (Year or Sem) The humanities course is designed to be an integrated study of history, literature, philosophy, the visual arts, theatre, dance, and music. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking, creativity, and the rights and responsibilities of the individual in a society. Students explore aspects of human behavior and human ideals. Instructional activities will be interdisciplinary in focus, drawing content, examples, and resources from a variety of curricular areas. Emphasis is placed on the arts, including theater, the visual arts, dance, music, architecture, film, and television. Activities also emphasize the cultural resources of the host nation and the diverse cultures where DoDDS schools are located. 


MUSIC COURSES 
[image: BD05105_]
Beginning Chorus 9 - 12 (Year) Course is designed for first time students interested in developing vocal techniques. Course will incorporate the study of basic music theory and choral performances through vocal pedagogical training, staff and rhythmic notation recognition, and performance of two, three, and four part choral repertoires.  Students will be required to perform at various school functions, community festivities, and concerts during academic year. 
Beginning Band  9-12 (Year) The beginning band course is designed to introduce students to the following: basic instrumental music techniques such as tone production, articulation, breath control, pitch discrimination; melodic and rhythmic concepts and patterns; practice skills and habits; solo, ensemble, and full group rehearsals; a variety of instrumental repertoire; opportunities for private instruction; experiences in performing; and sound practice habits.
Advanced Band   9 – 12 (Year) The advanced band course is designed to acquaint students with advanced instrumental music skills. The content includes, but is not limited to, the following: the interpretation and analyzation of musical scores; the application of musical nuances in playing from a score; independent performance of all major and minor scales; advanced rhythm patterns; performance as a soloist and in small and large group ensembles; a variety of music repertoire, including style, periods, forms, electronic music; intermediate to advanced level sight-reading exercises; and introduction to computer/synthesizer musical composition.
Guitar I  9-12 (Semester or Year) The guitar I course is designed to introduce students to the study of the guitar. The content includes, but is not limited to, staff notation and rhythm concepts, major and minor chord recognition, strumming and picking techniques, duple and triple meters, listening skills, guitar styles and forms, familiarity in the playing of all strings, variety of guitar repertoire, performance as soloists and in group ensembles, tuning and intonation, and guitar accompaniment techniques.
Guitar II  9-12 (Semester or Year) The guitar II course is designed to introduce students to the advanced study of the guitar. The content includes, but is not limited to, staff notation and rhythm concepts, major and minor chord recognition, strumming and picking techniques, duple and triple meters, listening skills, guitar styles and forms, familiarity in the playing of all strings, variety of guitar repertoire, performance as soloists and in group ensembles, tuning and into nation, guitar accompaniment techniques, major and minor scales, and position change.
Piano I 9-12 (semester or year) The piano I course is designed to introduce students to the study of the piano. The content includes, but is not limited to, learning correct keyboard playing positions; developing listening skills; reading, writing and playing notation in bass and treble clefs; reading, writing and playing rhythm concepts and patterns; constructing major and minor scales with triads played in both hands; playing in duple and triple meter; practicing and playing simple melodies to develop left- and right-hand independence; playing simple accompaniments and duets; and experimenting with multiple examples of classical and contemporary piano repertoire.









LANGUAGE ARTS
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Language Arts 9 (Year): The language Arts 9 course is designed to strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking, writing, literature, and language. The content includes, but is not limited to, preparing oral reports in various content areas; using appropriate pitch, stress, juncture and rate in formal and informal speech; using the dictionary and the thesaurus to develop an increasingly comprehensive and precise vocabulary in both speaking and writing; locating resources (magazines, reference sources, films, and microfiche) by using indexes, catalogs, and the Reader’s Guide; practicing the process of composition, including prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, and publishing; writing correspondence using appropriate forms (business, friendly); identifying with literary characters of the student’s own age, and under-standing how the characters’ actions and emotions reflect the student’s own actions and emotions; under-standing that literature is written at different levels for different purposes and for different audiences; and reading self-selected books to help students learn to view reading as a useful and pleasurable activity.
Honors Literature-World History 9 (Year): This is an integrated course for students interested in taking 9th grade Honors Social Studies and English. The course uses the chronological study of world history from Ancient Civilization to 1500 A.D. and covers the themes of culture, science/technology and society, geography, and time/continuity and change. The content integrates readings and writings that focus on exploring, interpreting, and analyzing literature and other readings that extend and support the world history discussions and research. The themes of geography provide the focus for preparing students to understand how humans adapt to the environment. The course is a demanding study of world history and literature, requiring students to understand, analyze, and interpret the connections between major historical events and the writings of the time. Critical thinking, philosophical discussion, concept attainment, vocabulary development, language usage, and research will be stressed. The development of discussion and presentation skills will focus on analysis, interpretation, and evaluation.
MATHEMATICS
Algebra I  9 – 12 (Year): This course may be the most common entry level course for students who have had a rich and varied middle level mathematics program. It expands upon basic algebraic concepts previously acquired and integrates those principles with everyday life. The processes of problem solving, reasoning, communication and making connections are emphasized. Students will use formulas, functions, and equations to describe and clarify relationships, and will use geometry to represent algebraic relationships. Students will learn how to write and translate expressions into mathematical forms, solve first and second degree equations, and use the concept of a function to model real-world phenomena.

Algebra I Lab 9 – 12 (Year):  This class will support and reinforce the basic algebraic concepts taught in the Algebra I, MAA 301, course. Students will have additional opportunities to learn how to write and translate expressions into mathematical forms, solve first and second degree equations, and use the concept of a function to model real-world phenomena. They will also expand their problem solving experiences to further develop their reasoning, representation, connections, and communication skills.
Geometry  9 – 12 (Year) :  This course is designed to develop and promote student reasoning and problem solving involving geometric concepts and properties. Topics of study will include deductive reasoning using points, lines, and planes; segments, angles and triangles; quadrilaterals; polygons; and three-dimensional figures. Algebraic concepts are integrated with the geometric concepts throughout the course. Applications to real life situations are prevalent throughout the course. 
Geometry Lab 9 – 12 (Year): This class will support and reinforce Geometry
Algebra II 10 – 12 (Year): This course engages students in advanced algebraic concepts through the study of functions of functions, polynomials, complex matrices, and sequences and series. Students will make connections by integrating algebra into geometry, data analysis, and into other curricular areas. Student reasoning will involve linear equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations, matrices and determinants, quadratic equations and relations, functions and graphs, powers, roots, and radicals, exponential and logarithmic functions, polynomials and polynomial functions, rational expressions and functions, sequences and series, probability and statistics, and circular trigonometric functions.
Algebra II Lab 10-12 (Year):  This class will support and reinforce upper level mathematics courses such as Algebra II or Discrete Mathematics. Students will have additional opportunities to build on their problem solving experiences to further develop their reasoning skills, and develop methods of justifications. A variety of applications and some general problem-solving techniques will be used.
Algebraic Modeling 9-12 (Year):  Algebraic Modeling will help students understand the connection between math and their daily lives. Students will explore Algebra 1 topics such as linear, quadratic, exponential and piecewise functions by modeling real world situations. Students will identify key characteristics, represent problems algebraically and graphically, determine lines/curves of best fit and make predictions. Concepts and solutions are presented in non-threatening, easy-to-understand language with numerous examples to illustrate ideas. Whether the student will go on to study early childhood education, graphic arts, automotive technologies, criminal justice or something else, the student will discover that the practical applications of mathematical modeling will continue to be useful well after they have finished this course.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH
[image: BD06529_]

PE/Personal Fitness 9-12 (1st Sem): This course is designed to provide students with knowledge and opportunities to make personal decisions about their fitness.  This is accomplished through a combination of classroom and activity experiences.  Students learn information, which enables them to plan their own personal fitness program. This course is required to meet DoDEA graduation requirements.


PE/Lifetime Sports 9-12 (2nd Sem): Lifetime Sports is an activity course designed to help students develop skills in activities they will be able to enjoy for a lifetime.  A variety of sports activities are offered. This course is required to meet DoDEA graduation requirements.
									


Career Technical Education (CTE)
Formerly known as PTS


     
All of these courses meet computer graduation requirements 

Video Communications I  09-12 (Year):  This course is designed to introduce students to the concepts and equipment related to video production. Through a hands-on, project oriented approach, students will apply knowledge on filming, composition, linear/non-linear insert editing, lighting, storyboarding, audio and computer graphics/effects in order to communicate effectively using the video communication medium. A variety of instructional activities will be used so students can successfully apply the video communication concepts. Students will learn correct filming techniques and how to edit video and sound in order to communicate clearly. Students will also combine digital video footage with non-linear computer based editing in order to produce a video project of high quality. Computer graphics, transitions, and filter effects will also be incorporated into video productions. Students will explore the historical background, and career fields related to video/film production in order to decide if this is a career field they may be interested in. 

COMPUTER STUDIES


[image: BD06967_]Computer Applications I 9-12 (Sem):  The Computer Apps course provides a review of alphabetic and numeric keyboarding in preparation for Word 2007 and Excel 2007 Chapters.  Word topics include creating a flyer, a research paper, a cover letter and a resume.  Excel topics include creating a worksheet and embedded chart.


Word Processing Software Applications (A MICROSOFT OFFICE SPECIALIST COURSE USING Word) 
9 - 12 (Sem): Basic keyboarding competency is strongly recommended for successful completion of this course and the MOS exam.  Word Processing begins with an introduction to Microsoft Word 2007 followed by instruction on how to use advanced commands and techniques.  Beginning Word topics include creating and editing a Word document; creating a research paper; creating a cover letter and resume.  Advanced Word topics include creating a document with a title page, table, chart, and watermark; generating form letters, mailing labels and directories; and creating a professional newsletter.

Presentations Software Applications (A MICROSOFT OFFICE SPECIALIST COURSE USING PowerPoint)
9 – 12 (Sem): This course begins with an introduction to Microsoft PowerPoint 2007.  Presentations Chapters include creating and editing a presentation, and creating a presentation with illustrations and shapes.  Advanced Chapters include creating a presentation with custom backgrounds and SmartArt diagrams as well as working with information graphics.  Post-Advanced Chapters include reusing a presentation with multimedia and creating a self-running presentation containing animated shapes.


ENGINEERING & SCIENTIFIC TECHNOLOGY 

All of these courses meet computer graduation requirements except for Engineering Design & Technology I.


Engineering Drawing/CAD   09-12 (Year) The engineering drawing/CADD (computer aided drawing and design) course is designed to provide beginning students with instruction and skills in drawing and design fundamentals through the use of CADD workstations.  The content includes, but is not limited to, orthographic projections, pictorial drawings, working drawings for construction, manufacturing and graphical solutions. It is strongly recommended that this course be taken by aspiring engineering students, architects, and drafting technicians.  Students will be required to plan, design, and produce projects, present ideas and information orally and in writing, investigate content-related occupations, and work cooperatively. Skills learned in this class will prepare students to be successful in Architectural Drawing and Computer Animation.
 

[image: BD06496_]
 
Engineering Design & Technology I (Robotics) 9-12 (Year)  In Engineering Design & Technology I students will learn the technology systems, tools, materials, and processes of industry through computer and teacher instruction and hands on real world activities. This course will provide students with an intermediate to mastery proficiency in Robotics, Hydraulics, Design, Electricity and Electronics, Quality Control, and Manufacturing Processes.



OTHER CTE ELECTIVES

[image: FD00346_]								
Family Consumer Science 9-12 (Second Sem): The personal and family consumer science course is designed to provide students with basic constructs, skills, and competencies essential to living in the 21st Century.  Students will explore the roles they will assume as adults and acquire skills needed in life.  Included will be the importance of food selection and nutrition.  Also included will be units on quality of life, personal relationships, family living, parenthood, infant care, early childhood development, adolescence, courtship, conflict resolution, and personal environment design.







Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (AFJROTC)
[image: BD07266_]
Aerospace Science and Leadership Education Curriculum integrate five themes: Aviation, National Defense, Careers, Space, and Leadership.  Each year’s course consists of Aerospace Science and Leadership Education.  The Aerospace Science course provides and introduction to the scientific and technical aspects of aerospace. Leadership Education provides the experiences that will acquaint the cadets with discipline, responsibility, and citizenship.  Cadets learn necessary leadership fundamentals to prepare them to assume leadership responsibilities within the cadet corps.  Leadership includes engaging in Air Force customs and courtesies, participating in drill and ceremonies, giving and receiving instructions, and acting as leaders and members of an organization.  
The practical activities associated with the corps include color guard, drill team competition, academic, orienteering, and, physical fitness clubs, incentive flights in military aircraft, an awards banquet, military ball, curriculum related field trips, and summer leadership schools (1/2 credit).  Cadets will be issued a complete Air Force uniform.  Uniform wear and behavior standards are an integral part of the course and are rigorously enforced.  

Course details follow.
	JROTC Level
	JROTC 1
	JROTC 2
	JROTC 3
	JROTC 4

	Length of Course
	1 Year
	1 Year
	1 Year
	1 Year

	Credit
	1/2 Elective per Semester
	1/2 Elective per Semester
	1/2 Elective per Semester
	1/2 Elective per Semester

	Grade Placement
	9, 10, 11, or 12
	10, 11, or 12
	11 or 12
	12

	Prerequisite
	None
	JROTC 1
	JROTC 1, 2
	JROTC 1, 2, 3



Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (AFJROTC)
JROTC 1
 Aerospace Science I:  A Journey Into Aviation History.  Course objectives:
· Know the historical facts and impacts of the early attempts to fly.
· Know the major historical contributors to the development of flight.
· Comprehend the contributions of the U.S. Air Force to modern aviation history.
· Be familiar with key events of space exploration history.

Leadership Education I:  Citizenship, Character & AF Tradition.  Course objectives:
· Know the importance of AFJROTC history, mission, purpose, goals, and objectives.
· Know military traditions and importance of maintaining high standard of dress and personal appearance.
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SCIENCE

Laboratory Requirement: Students who take these courses listed below spend a minimum of 30% of their time engaged in laboratory exercises.


[image: BD05176_]Physics Applications in the Community 9-12 (Year) This course is an entry-level laboratory class in physics in relation to everything in the world.  Terminology and concepts are studied so the student can explain what is happening around them.  The topics covered include the motion of objects and electrical circuits.


Chemistry Applications the Community 9 -12 (Year): This entry-level laboratory course is designed to help students understand the basic concepts of chemistry integrating physical concepts with societal issues.  Emphasis is on inquiry, including traditional and computer technology laboratories, field study sites, investigations, demo, discussions, and hands-on activities.


Biology 10-12 (Year): The study of life through the biochemical activities of living organisms and their relationships with the environment is the basis for this entry-level course.  This course includes laboratory experiments, lectures, discussions and audiovisual presentations. Recommend to have completed Algebra I.




SECOND LANGUAGE

The main focus of Second Language Program is to prepare students to meet the ever-increasing demands of an interdependent world community by enabling them to recognize the relevance of learning second languages, to value the importance of learning about other cultures, and to develop a speaking proficiency in one or more languages. 

The Second Language Program has been restructured using the draft of the National Standards in Foreign Language Education prepared by the American Council of Teachers of Foreign Language.  The emphasis of all courses has shifted to oral proficiency so that students will be able to develop speaking competencies beginning in Year I.  Students receive instruction during each class period in the target language since the goal is to improve students’ listening and speaking skills with a special focus on communication.

Students looking to enroll in four year universities are recommended to take three or four years of the same second language or two years of two different languages. Some universities prefer high school students have two years of their second language experience sometime between 9th and 12th grades. 

Or

It is recommended that students considering enrolling in a four-year university take three or four years of the same second language or two years of two different second languages.  Some universities prefer that the student's language experience occur at the high school level.
[image: BS01001_]Spanish I or Mandarine Chinese I  9-12 (Year):  Students develop speaking, listening, and understanding skills that will enable them to function in everyday situations.  The students also develop reading and writing skills appropriate to the level of study.  The student demonstrates an appreciation of the culture and people of the target language. Students will learn such things as how to give greetings and introductions; to express likes and dislikes; discuss common activities; to talk about classes an classroom objects; to talk about shopping; and to describe daily routines.  Students will be able to read and write postcards, simple dialogs based on course content, descriptions of family and friends, etc.  

Chinese II, Spanish II  9-12 (Year):  Students continue to build and refine oral proficiency skills as well as develop reading and writing skills appropriate to the level of study.  The student continues to learn about the culture and people of the target language.   More extensive vocabulary development and grammar review are implemented using a variety of strategies and skills. Students will learn to interact with others in a greater variety of participation situations.  Classroom activities include listening to folk songs and poetry, paraphrasing main ideas from a spoken presentation, engaging in simple conversations.  Students also read and comprehend a variety of authentic material such as menus, maps, and short articles. Students write short compositions based upon course content.  


Chinese III, Spanish III 9-12 (Year): Emphasis continues on understanding, speaking, listening, reading and writing in the second language.  A greater level of sophistication and complexity in the language is the goal of these courses, with students initiating and producing more in the language.  Grammar review and vocabulary enrichment is enhanced by the study of literature.  Writing skills will be further developed.  Students will create and participate in short conversations using the second language and will develop their ability to understand a greater variety of speaking in the second language.  




SOCIAL STUDIES

World History 9 – Civilizations (Year): World History is an exploration of chronological events and geographical influences on history from ancient times to the 1500’s. The course features an exploration of developments in culture and thought, the ideas that shaped human societies and contributed to the emergence of our contemporary world.  Projects may include the creation of PowerPoint Presentations, posters, and other artifacts.

[image: BD10972_]Honors World History- Literature 9 (Year):  This course offers an exploration of chronological events and geographical influences on history up through the 1500’s.  Strong emphasis will be placed on applied critical thinking, analytical writing, classroom dialogue and interdisciplinary connections with Language Arts.  Extensive reading/writing and an original student research project will be required.  Students must be enrolled in Honors English 9 concurrently.  The grade for this class will not be weighted and will be combined with grades received in Honors Literature 9.  The same grade will be assigned to both Honors World History 9 and Honors Literature 9.  


OTHER ELECTIVE and SUPPORT COURSES

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 9-12 (Year): AVID is a program, (not just a class), which is specifically designed to help students prepare to enter and succeed in four-year colleges and universities.  The AVID program meets the needs of students who are serious about college, by providing academic preparation for entrance into college, study skills for college-level work, strengthening organization and time management skills, assisting in coping with college-prep curriculum (rigorous courses), strengthening test-taking skills, as well as writing skills.  Career awareness is through guest speakers and career and cultural field trips.  Interested students must meet the criteria for participating in the AVID program.  Students must have at least a “C” average GPA as well as middle to high average Terra Nova scores in math and written language.  Students should display good citizenship skills and attendance in school, and be recommended by their teachers. This class may be repeated for credit.

Reading Lab 9 – 12 (Sem or Year) This class will improve reading achievement for students not reading at grade level through the use of a whole group instructional model with small group rotations. Screening tests are used to determine eligibility for entry into this class.

Learning Strategies   9 – 12 (Year) This class will meet individual student needs as documented by that student’s Individual Education Plan. Enrollment is by counselor permission only. [image: BD07215_]






	                                                        
The full DoDEA Course Descriptions and Standards can be found at http://www.dodea.edu/curriculum [Type text]	Page 4
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