
Communication Prompt Rubric 
Name: ____________________________ 
 

CATEGORY  
& SCORING 

BELOW  
STANDARDS 

1 

APPROACHING 
STANDARDS 

2 

MEETS  
STANDARDS 

3 

ABOVE  
STANDARDS 

4 
TOPIC Position 

Statement 
There is no position 
statement. 

A position statement is 
present; it does not make 
the writer’s position clear. 

The writer provides a 
clear position statement. 

The writer provides a clear 
and strong position 
statement. 

RESEARCH Accuracy and 
Support for 
Position 

There is 1 or less 
piece of support 
information and/or 
those used are 
inaccurate. 

There are 2 pieces of 
support information that 
are mostly accurate. 

There are 3 pieces of 
support information that 
are accurate. 

There are 3 or more pieces of 
support information that are 
accurate and 1 counter 
argument mentioned. 

ORGANIZE Logical 
Organization & 
Sequencing 

Support details and 
arguments are not in 
a logical order. 

Some support details and 
arguments are not in a 
logical order. 

Support details and 
arguments are in a fairly 
logical order. 

Support details are presented 
in a logical order.  

ANALYSIS  Evidence of  
Original 
Thought, 
Insight, & Ideas 
 

Ideas reflect no 
original thought 
and/or are mostly 
irrelevant writing. 

Ideas reflect little original 
thought and are largely 
irrelevant.  

Reflects originality, but 
has some irrelevant 
writing. 

Reflects originality and 
insight without irrelevant 
writing. 

 Language 
Mechanics: 
Grammar, 
Spelling, 
Punctuation, 
Capitalization & 
Sentence 
Structure & 
Variation 

 5 or more errors and 
sentence structure 
and variation are 
poor.   

Only 3 – 4 errors and most 
sentences are well 
constructed but not varied 
in structure. 

Only 1 - 2 errors and 
most sentences are well 
constructed and varied. 

There are no distracting 
errors and sentences are well 
structured and varied. 

CONCLUSION Closing 
Statement 

There is no 
conclusion, the paper 
just ends. 

The conclusion and the 
writer’s position are 
recognizable.   

The conclusion is 
recognizable and 
includes the position 
statement.  Good 
understanding of the 
writer’s position is 
evident.  

The position statement 
begins the conclusion.  The 
statement conveys a solid 
understanding of the writer’s 
position. 

 


